Proverbs 4-5 – Thursday, September 5th, 2019
Proverbs 4 -- 1 Hear, my children, the instruction of a father, And give attention to know understanding; 2 For I give you good
doctrine: Do not forsake my law. 3 When I was my father’s son, Tender and the only one in the sight of my mother, 4 He also
taught me, and said to me: “Let your heart retain my words; Keep my commands, and live. 5 Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do
not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth. 6 Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will
keep you. 7 Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding. 8 Exalt her, and she
will promote you; She will bring you honor, when you embrace her. 9 She will place on your head an ornament of grace; A crown
of glory she will deliver to you.” 10 Hear, my son, and receive my sayings, And the years of your life will be many. 11 I have
taught you in the way of wisdom; I have led you in right paths. 12 When you walk, your steps will not be hindered, And when you
run, you will not stumble. 13 Take firm hold of instruction, do not let go; Keep her, for she is your life.
- What Solomon is saying here is that when it comes to getting wisdom and understanding, it can be a matter of life and death.
- Literally, a life can be cut short unnecessarily by virtue of one foolish decision all because they did not get and heed wisdom.
- Not only can getting and heeding wisdom and understanding save your life, it can make your life one that’s blessed and fulfilled.
14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the way of evil. 15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and
pass on. 16 For they do not sleep unless they have done evil; And their sleep is taken away unless they make someone fall. 17
For they eat the bread of wickedness, And drink the wine of violence. 18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun, That
shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. 19 The way of the wicked is like darkness; They do not know what makes them
stumble. 20 My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings. 21 Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep
them in the midst of your heart; 22 For they are life to those who find them, And health to all their flesh. 23 Keep your heart with
all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life. 24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth, And put perverse lips far from you. 25
Let your eyes look straight ahead, And your eyelids look right before you. 26 Ponder the path of your feet, And let all your ways
be established. 27 Do not turn to the right or the left; Remove your foot from evil.
- One can’t help but notice the progression starting with the heart, then the mouth and lips, then the eyes and path of our feet.
- If you were to ask me why it is that we choose the wrong path it would be that it started in the heart, which leads to the evil.
- To me, verse twenty-three sums it up ever so perfectly where we’re told to guard our heart because of what springs out of it.
Matthew 15:17–20 - 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18 But
the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil
thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what defile a person; but eating with
unwashed hands does not defile them.”
Proverbs 5 -- 1 My son, pay attention to my wisdom; Lend your ear to my understanding, 2 That you may preserve discretion,
And your lips may keep knowledge. 3 For the lips of an immoral woman drip honey, And her mouth is smoother than oil; 4 But in
the end she is bitter as wormwood, Sharp as a two-edged sword. 5 Her feet go down to death, Her steps lay hold of hell. 6 Lest
you ponder her path of life— Her ways are unstable; You do not know them. 7 Therefore hear me now, my children, And do not
depart from the words of my mouth. 8 Remove your way far from her, And do not go near the door of her house, 9 Lest you give
your honor to others, And your years to the cruel one; 10 Lest aliens be filled with your wealth, And your labors go to the house
of a foreigner; 11 And you mourn at last, When your flesh and your body are consumed, 12 And say: “How I have hated
instruction, And my heart despised correction! 13 I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, Nor inclined my ear to those who
instructed me! 14 I was on the verge of total ruin, In the midst of the assembly and congregation.” 15 Drink water from your own
cistern, And running water from your own well. 16 Should your fountains be dispersed abroad, Streams of water in the streets?
17 Let them be only your own, And not for strangers with you. 18 Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice with the wife of your
youth. 19 As a loving deer and a graceful doe, Let her breasts satisfy you at all times; And always be enraptured with her love.
20 For why should you, my son, be enraptured by an immoral woman, And be embraced in the arms of a seductress? 21 For the
ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, And He ponders all his paths. 22 His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, And
he is caught in the cords of his sin. 23 He shall die for lack of instruction, And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.
- This chapter in Proverbs is uncomfortable for what should be deemed obvious reasons however; it is a sanctified discomfort.
- The touchy topic of sexual sin should so discomfort us that it produces within us a conviction concerning the consequences.
- I think I would be grossly remiss were I not to end the Bible study with the good news that God is a gracious and merciful God.

