Psalms 117-118 – Thursday, April 25th, 2019
Psalm 117 -- 1 Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples! 2 For His merciful kindness is great toward us,
And the truth of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!
- Psalm 117 is a Psalm that is short in length, but long in strength, in the sense that it speaks to the power of praising the Lord.
- It’s important to understand that this Psalm of praise was for all peoples, in particular the Gentiles whom Israel was to reach.
- However, Israel did not fulfill this commission of reaching the Gentiles, which is why it would be the person and work of Christ.
G. Campbell Morgan – “It is addressed to all peoples. They are called upon to praise and laud Jehovah because of the
greatness of His grace toward His own, and because His truth endures forever. In the long processes of the centuries Israel
never fully realized this ideal. At last the purpose was consummated in a Person. All the ancient prophecies found in Him their
potential fulfillment. In that upper room the song was a solo as to actual experience. By the union of grace and truth, in and
through Jesus, the call to praise went out to all nations and peoples.”
- To me, this is the take-away from this powerful Psalm, we like the Jews have the propensity to dismiss and not embrace others.
- By that I mean, we’re prone to look down on those who are not Christians, and in so doing we are just like the Jews to Gentiles.
- I find it interesting that the Apostle Paul would quote Psalm 117 in the context of accepting one another as Christ accepts us.
Romans 15:7–13 - 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be
confirmed 9 and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: “Therefore I will praise you among
the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.” 10 Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 11 And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.” 12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one
who will arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Psalm 118 -- 1 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 2 Let Israel now say, “His mercy
endures forever.” 3 Let the house of Aaron now say, “His mercy endures forever.” 4 Let those who fear the LORD now say, “His
mercy endures forever.” 5 I called on the LORD in distress; The LORD answered me and set me in a broad place. 6 The LORD
is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? 7 The LORD is for me among those who help me; Therefore I shall see my
desire on those who hate me. 8 It is better to trust in the LORD Than to put confidence in man. 9 It is better to trust in the LORD
Than to put confidence in princes. 10 All nations surrounded me, But in the name of the LORD I will destroy them. 11 They
surrounded me, Yes, they surrounded me; But in the name of the LORD I will destroy them. 12 They surrounded me like bees;
They were quenched like a fire of thorns; For in the name of the LORD I will destroy them. 13 You pushed me violently, that I
might fall, But the LORD helped me. 14 The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation. 15 The voice of
rejoicing and salvation Is in the tents of the righteous; The right hand of the LORD does valiantly. 16 The right hand of the LORD
is exalted; The right hand of the LORD does valiantly. 17 I shall not die, but live, And declare the works of the LORD. 18 The
LORD has chastened me severely, But He has not given me over to death. 19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go
through them, And I will praise the LORD. 20 This is the gate of the LORD, Through which the righteous shall enter. 21 I will
praise You, For You have answered me, And have become my salvation. 22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become
the chief cornerstone. 23 This was the LORD’s doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day the LORD has made; We
will rejoice and be glad in it. 25 Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. 26 Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the LORD! We have blessed you from the house of the LORD. 27 God is the LORD, And He has given us light; Bind
the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar. 28 You are my God, and I will praise You; You are my God, I will exalt You. 29
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.
- Psalm 118 is the sixth and last Halal Psalm of praise, and it’s clearly a Messianic Psalm that would be fulfilled by the Savior.
- When it’s understood in this way, it makes sense as a prophetic Psalm specifically fulfilled in the crucifixion and resurrection.
- This because of the reference to Jesus as the stone the builders rejected, which was and would become the chief cornerstone.
Matthew 21:42–46 - 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has
become the chief cornerstone. This was the LORD’s doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 “Therefore I say to you, the
kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44 And whoever falls on this stone will be
broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.” 45 Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables,
they perceived that He was speaking of them. 46 But when they sought to lay hands on Him, they feared the multitudes, because
they took Him for a prophet.
Ephesians 2:19–22 - 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and
also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief
cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too
are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

