Psalms 107-109 – Thursday, March 21st, 2019
Psalm 107 -- 1 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 2 Let the redeemed of the LORD
say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy, 3 And gathered out of the lands, From the east and from the west,
From the north and from the south. 4 They wandered in the wilderness in a desolate way; They found no city to dwell in. 5
Hungry and thirsty, Their soul fainted in them. 6 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, And He delivered them out of
their distresses. 7 And He led them forth by the right way, That they might go to a city for a dwelling place. 8 Oh, that men would
give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the children of men! 9 For He satisfies the longing
soul, And fills the hungry soul with goodness. 10 Those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, Bound in affliction and
irons— 11 Because they rebelled against the words of God, And despised the counsel of the Most High, 12 Therefore He
brought down their heart with labor; They fell down, and there was none to help. 13 Then they cried out to the LORD in their
trouble, And He saved them out of their distresses. 14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, And broke
their chains in pieces. 15 Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the
children of men! 16 For He has broken the gates of bronze, And cut the bars of iron in two. 17 Fools, because of their
transgression, And because of their iniquities, were afflicted. 18 Their soul abhorred all manner of food, And they drew near to
the gates of death. 19 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, And He saved them out of their distresses. 20 He sent
His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions. 21 Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His
goodness, And for His wonderful works to the children of men! 22 Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, And declare
His works with rejoicing. 23 Those who go down to the sea in ships, Who do business on great waters, 24 They see the works of
the LORD, And His wonders in the deep. 25 For He commands and raises the stormy wind, Which lifts up the waves of the sea.
26 They mount up to the heavens, They go down again to the depths; Their soul melts because of trouble. 27 They reel to and
fro, and stagger like a drunken man, And are at their wits’ end. 28 Then they cry out to the LORD in their trouble, And He brings
them out of their distresses. 29 He calms the storm, So that its waves are still. 30 Then they are glad because they are quiet; So
He guides them to their desired haven. 31 Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, And for His wonderful
works to the children of men! 32 Let them exalt Him also in the assembly of the people, And praise Him in the company of the
elders. 33 He turns rivers into a wilderness, And the watersprings into dry ground; 34 A fruitful land into barrenness, For the
wickedness of those who dwell in it. 35 He turns a wilderness into pools of water, And dry land into watersprings. 36 There He
makes the hungry dwell, That they may establish a city for a dwelling place, 37 And sow fields and plant vineyards, That they
may yield a fruitful harvest. 38 He also blesses them, and they multiply greatly; And He does not let their cattle decrease. 39
When they are diminished and brought low Through oppression, affliction and sorrow, 40 He pours contempt on princes, And
causes them to wander in the wilderness where there is no way; 41 Yet He sets the poor on high, far from affliction, And makes
their families like a flock. 42 The righteous see it and rejoice, And all iniquity stops its mouth. 43 Whoever is wise will observe
these things, And they will understand the lovingkindness of the LORD.
- Psalm 107 is a Psalm that reveals an all to familiar pattern of crying out to the Lord in trouble, and God delivering His people.
- This is what I like to refer to as the cyclical nature of Christianity, such that, this is an apt description of how we live our lives.
- Affliction leads to seeking God, which leads to deliverance, which then leads to forgetting God, which leads back to affliction.
G. Campbell Morgan – “That is the explanation of all the story. In the hour of deliverance faith aided by sight is strong, and it is
easy to sing. But directly strain and stress return, the past of God’s might is forgotten, and His counsel is not sought.”
Psalm 108 -- A Song. A Psalm of David. 1 O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory. 2
Awake, lute and harp! I will awaken the dawn. 3 I will praise You, O LORD, among the peoples, And I will sing praises to You
among the nations. 4 For Your mercy is great above the heavens, And Your truth reaches to the clouds. 5 Be exalted, O God,
above the heavens, And Your glory above all the earth; 6 That Your beloved may be delivered, Save with Your right hand, and
hear me. 7 God has spoken in His holiness: “I will rejoice; I will divide Shechem And measure out the Valley of Succoth. 8 Gilead
is Mine; Manasseh is Mine; Ephraim also is the helmet for My head; Judah is My lawgiver. 9 Moab is My washpot; Over Edom I
will cast My shoe; Over Philistia I will triumph.” 10 Who will bring me into the strong city? Who will lead me to Edom? 11 Is it not
You, O God, who cast us off? And You, O God, who did not go out with our armies? 12 Give us help from trouble, For the help of
man is useless. 13 Through God we will do valiantly, For it is He who shall tread down our enemies.
- Psalm 108 is a very interesting Psalm for a number of reasons, one of which is that it is actually a compilation of two Psalms.
- The first part is Psalm 57:7-11, and the second part is Psalm 60:5-12, which begs the question of why David writes this Psalm.
- I am personally of the belief that it was because over the years they had become the favorite songs that David loved to sing.
- Another reason this Psalm is so interesting is that it speaks to how we as God’s people can praise and thank God in advance.
- This because this Psalm of praise is written in the future tense in the sense that David sings about what God will do yet future.
- This is a much-needed reminder of something the Lord has been ministering to me concerning the right side of the Red Sea.

Psalm 109 -- To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 1 Do not keep silent, O God of my praise! 2 For the mouth of the wicked
and the mouth of the deceitful Have opened against me; They have spoken against me with a lying tongue. 3 They have also
surrounded me with words of hatred, And fought against me without a cause. 4 In return for my love they are my accusers, But I
give myself to prayer. 5 Thus they have rewarded me evil for good, And hatred for my love. 6 Set a wicked man over him, And let
an accuser stand at his right hand. 7 When he is judged, let him be found guilty, And let his prayer become sin. 8 Let his days be
few, And let another take his office. 9 Let his children be fatherless, And his wife a widow. 10 Let his children continually be
vagabonds, and beg; Let them seek their bread also from their desolate places. 11 Let the creditor seize all that he has, And let
strangers plunder his labor. 12 Let there be none to extend mercy to him, Nor let there be any to favor his fatherless children. 13
Let his posterity be cut off, And in the generation following let their name be blotted out. 14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be
remembered before the LORD, And let not the sin of his mother be blotted out. 15 Let them be continually before the LORD,
That He may cut off the memory of them from the earth; 16 Because he did not remember to show mercy, But persecuted the
poor and needy man, That he might even slay the broken in heart. 17 As he loved cursing, so let it come to him; As he did not
delight in blessing, so let it be far from him. 18 As he clothed himself with cursing as with his garment, So let it enter his body like
water, And like oil into his bones. 19 Let it be to him like the garment which covers him, And for a belt with which he girds himself
continually. 20 Let this be the LORD’s reward to my accusers, And to those who speak evil against my person. 21 But You, O
GOD the Lord, Deal with me for Your name’s sake; Because Your mercy is good, deliver me. 22 For I am poor and needy, And
my heart is wounded within me. 23 I am gone like a shadow when it lengthens; I am shaken off like a locust. 24 My knees are
weak through fasting, And my flesh is feeble from lack of fatness. 25 I also have become a reproach to them; When they look at
me, they shake their heads. 26 Help me, O LORD my God! Oh, save me according to Your mercy, 27 That they may know that
this is Your hand— That You, LORD, have done it! 28 Let them curse, but You bless; When they arise, let them be ashamed, But
let Your servant rejoice. 29 Let my accusers be clothed with shame, And let them cover themselves with their own disgrace as
with a mantle. 30 I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth; Yes, I will praise Him among the multitude. 31 For He shall stand
at the right hand of the poor, To save him from those who condemn him.
- Psalm 109 is a very difficult Psalm, such that, it deals with the matter of slander, gossip and the devastation of false accusation.
- The devastation isn’t so much the person who is slandering as much as it is that people believe the slander and the slanderer.
- Thankfully, David shows us the best response to those who slander, which is in verse four where David gives himself to prayer.

