Psalms 44-47 – Thursday, September 13th, 2018
Psalm 44 -- To the Chief Musician. A Contemplation Of the Sons of Korah. 1 We have heard with our ears, O God, Our fathers
have told us, The deeds You did in their days, In days of old: 2 You drove out the nations with Your hand, But them You planted;
You afflicted the peoples, and cast them out. 3 For they did not gain possession of the land by their own sword, Nor did their own
arm save them; But it was Your right hand, Your arm, and the light of Your countenance, Because You favored them. 4 You are
my King, O God; Command victories for Jacob. 5 Through You we will push down our enemies; Through Your name we will
trample those who rise up against us. 6 For I will not trust in my bow, Nor shall my sword save me. 7 But You have saved us
from our enemies, And have put to shame those who hated us. 8 In God we boast all day long, And praise Your name forever.
Selah 9 But You have cast us off and put us to shame, And You do not go out with our armies. 10 You make us turn back from
the enemy, And those who hate us have taken spoil for themselves. 11 You have given us up like sheep intended for food, And
have scattered us among the nations. 12 You sell Your people for next to nothing, And are not enriched by selling them. 13 You
make us a reproach to our neighbors, A scorn and a derision to those all around us. 14 You make us a byword among the
nations, A shaking of the head among the peoples. 15 My dishonor is continually before me, And the shame of my face has
covered me, 16 Because of the voice of him who reproaches and reviles, Because of the enemy and the avenger. 17 All this has
come upon us; But we have not forgotten You, Nor have we dealt falsely with Your covenant. 18 Our heart has not turned back,
Nor have our steps departed from Your way; 19 But You have severely broken us in the place of jackals, And covered us with
the shadow of death. 20 If we had forgotten the name of our God, Or stretched out our hands to a foreign god, 21 Would not God
search this out? For He knows the secrets of the heart. 22 Yet for Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter. 23 Awake! Why do You sleep, O Lord? Arise! Do not cast us off forever. 24 Why do You hide Your face,
And forget our affliction and our oppression? 25 For our soul is bowed down to the dust; Our body clings to the ground. 26 Arise
for our help, And redeem us for Your mercies’ sake.
- It’s believed that Psalm 44 was written during King Hezekiah’s time when the Assyrians were conquering many cities in Judah.
- If this weren’t bad enough, they were working their way southward, heading directly for Jerusalem posing a formidable threat.
- It’s for this reason that the Psalmist cries out to God for mercy and help, particularly in verse 22, which Paul quotes in Romans.
Romans 8:35–39 - 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be
slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Psalm 45 -- To the Chief Musician. Set to Contemplation of the Sons of Korah. A Song of Love. 1 My heart is overflowing with a
good theme; I recite my composition concerning the King; My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 2 You are fairer than the sons
of men; Grace is poured upon Your lips; Therefore God has blessed You forever. 3 Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O Mighty
One, With Your glory and Your majesty. 4 And in Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness;
And Your right hand shall teach You awesome things. 5 Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the King’s enemies; The peoples
fall under You. 6 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 7 You love
righteousness and hate wickedness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness more than Your
companions. 8 All Your garments are scented with myrrh and aloes and cassia, Out of the ivory palaces, by which they have
made You glad. 9 Kings’ daughters are among Your honorable women; At Your right hand stands the queen in gold from Ophir.
10 Listen, O daughter, Consider and incline your ear; Forget your own people also, and your father’s house; 11 So the King will
greatly desire your beauty; Because He is your Lord, worship Him. 12 And the daughter of Tyre will come with a gift; The rich
among the people will seek your favor. 13 The royal daughter is all glorious within the palace; Her clothing is woven with gold. 14
She shall be brought to the King in robes of many colors; The virgins, her companions who follow her, shall be brought to You.
15 With gladness and rejoicing they shall be brought; They shall enter the King’s palace. 16 Instead of Your fathers shall be Your
sons, Whom You shall make princes in all the earth. 17 I will make Your name to be remembered in all generations; Therefore
the people shall praise You forever and ever.
- While we don’t know for whom this love song was written, or whom it was written by, it’s a beautiful Psalm for us as the bride.
- By that I mean this Psalm, like the Song of Solomon, speaks to the love between Jesus as our bridegroom and us as His bride.
- Throughout this magnificent Psalm there are many references to the grand and glorious love that our King of kings has for us.
Revelation 21:9–10 - 9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me
and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great
and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
Revelation 22:17 - And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come.
Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

Psalm 46 -- To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. A Song For Alamoth. 1 God is our refuge and strength, A
very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea; 3 Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah
4 There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God, The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High. 5 God is in
the midst of her, she shall not be moved; God shall help her, just at the break of dawn. 6 The nations raged, the kingdoms were
moved; He uttered His voice, the earth melted. 7 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 8 Come,
behold the works of the LORD, Who has made desolations in the earth. 9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; He
breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the chariot in the fire. 10 Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah
- Psalm 46 has been a favorite for many a saint over the generations, and for good reason given that it is a Psalm of celebration.
- Actually, Psalms 46, 47 and 48 are all songs of celebration for what many believe to be God’s delivering Israel from Assyria.
- The account of it is in the book of 2 Kings 18-19 when the Assyrian army of King Sennacherib surrounded the city of Jerusalem.
Isaiah 37:33–35 -- 33 “Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: ‘He shall not come into this city, Nor shoot
an arrow there, Nor come before it with shield, Nor build a siege mound against it. 34 By the way that he came, By the same
shall he return; And he shall not come into this city,’ Says the LORD. 35 ‘For I will defend this city, to save it For My own sake
and for My servant David’s sake.’ ”
Psalm 47 -- To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 1 Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the
voice of triumph! 2 For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth. 3 He will subdue the peoples
under us, And the nations under our feet. 4 He will choose our inheritance for us, The excellence of Jacob whom He loves. Selah
5 God has gone up with a shout, The LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our
King, sing praises! 7 For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with understanding. 8 God reigns over the nations; God
sits on His holy throne. 9 The princes of the people have gathered together, The people of the God of Abraham. For the shields
of the earth belong to God; He is greatly exalted.
- I cannot think of a more apropos song of praise than the one here in Psalm 47. It ever so eloquently expresses praise to God.
- Herein lies the take away from this Psalm; there is always something for which we can thank and praise God for in our lives.
- There is a dynamic that takes place in the heart and mind of believers when we lift up and clap their hands in praise to God.
Charles Spurgeon of the universal language of clapping hands wrote, “If they cannot all speak the same tongue, the symbolic
language of the hands they can all use.”

