Our Greatest Need was His Greatest Deed, Luke 2:1-20 – December 23rd, 2012 (Christmas Sermon)
Luke 2:1-20 KJV And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.
(2) (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) (3) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. (4)
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because
he was of the house and lineage of David:) (5) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. (6) And so it was, that,
while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. (7) And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. (8) And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. (9) And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. (10) And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. (11) For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
(12) And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. (13) And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, (14) Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men. (15) And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. (16) And they came with
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. (17) And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying
which was told them concerning this child. (18) And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.
(19) But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. (20) And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
- Well, it’s that time of year again where we celebrate what’s arguably the biggest holiday in the entire world; the holiday we call Christmas.
- As I was praying about and thinking about my Christmas sermon for this year, I found myself doing that which I always do this time of year.
- Namely, that of looking over my previous Christmas sermons, this because, I don’t want to preach the same sermon I preached last year.
- I have to confess that this year, something was very different, such that, I kept going back to square one, where I just waited on the Lord.
- After my waiting on the Lord, and seeking of the Lord, the Holy Spirit impressed upon my heart, the reason for the heaviness of my heart.
- The heaviness I sense this Christmas is, it seems a line of evil has been crossed, so much so, that the world will never be the same again
- Actually, the Lord ministered it to me vis-à-vis the report last week that a geneticist was called in to help with the Newtown investigation.
- Please know I in no way mean to disrespect the field of genetic study, in fact we met with a geneticist when our daughter Noelle was born.
- However, a geneticist is not what those people in Newtown Connecticut need, what they need, is what the whole world needs, a Savior.
As one had so aptly stated it; “If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator; if our greatest need had
been technology, God would have sent us a scientist; if our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist; if our
greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer; but our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior.”
- It’s been said that, “our greatest need, was His greatest deed!” That evil deed on that Friday shows us our greatest need on another Friday.
- We call it good Friday, the day the Savior was crucified, then buried, only to defeat death in His resurrection from the tomb on the third day.
- Lest you think I’m confusing Easter with Christmas, let me hasten to say that the reason I point this out is because Jesus was born to die.
- It’s for this reason, during this season, we celebrate the Savior’s birth, and in so doing, we are in effect, also celebrating the Savior’s death.
- Were it not for His death and resurrection, His work here on earth, of bringing peace, and good will toward men would’ve been incomplete.
- Jesus came through a virgin’s womb when He was born, and in His death left this life through an empty tomb, so we could be born again.
- One has well said how, that “Jesus entered our world through a door marked "No Entrance," and He left through a door marked "No Exit."
- Because of this, the question becomes will we allow Him entrance into the door of our life, for eternal life in heaven, when we exit this life?
- I would submit that this is why Jesus was born as a child into the world. It’s so we could come as a child to Him the Savior of the world.
Mark 10:15 NIV I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."
- In other words, the Savior of the world was born to die, so that we can be born again to live. His birth points to His death for our eternal life.
- The way Jesus entered this world would be similar to how Jesus would leave this world in that His death is woven into the fabric of his birth.
- His body wrapped in cloth then He lay in a stone manger at His birth, His body wrapped in cloth then He lay in a stone tomb at His death!
- Perhaps you’ll indulge me as I share with you from my heart to yours, specifically what the Lord had showed me concerning this Christmas.
- Just as Jesus entering the world was similar to His leaving the world, I believe so too will it be similar to when He takes us out of this world.
- There are remarkable similarities in what the world was like when He came as a baby, and what it’s like when He comes as a Bridegroom.
- The first similarity is that Jesus was born at night, in darkness, literally, and spiritually, as the light of the world, as the Savior of the world.
- I don’t think it takes a rocket scientist to figure out that the world we live in is waxing more and more evil not just by the year, but by the day.
- Suffice it to say, the light of God’s glory brightly shining on shepherds that dark night, will also shine on us His bride, as a thief in the night.
1 Thessalonians 5:2 NKJV (2) For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.
- The second similarity is that Jesus was born to Joseph and Mary who were not only alone, but were also very far away from their home.
- Luke’s gospel indicates that Mary alone wraps him in cloth and places him in the manger, and she does this after giving birth to her baby.
- As for those of you who wonder where the wise men were, it’s thought that they did not come until later when Jesus was older as a child.

Matthew 2:1, 10-11 NKJV Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, … (10) When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. (11) And when they had come into the house,
they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they
presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
- The reason I point this out, is not because I wish to ruin the nativity scene you put up for Christmas, rather, it’s to reveal another similarity.
- Simply put, we, as the bride of Christ, are like Mary, the bride of Joseph, we’re alone, we’re very far from home, and we’re of little strength.
- Here’s how I get there, as Christians, we stand-alone in a world not our home, and are of little strength in numbers, as only few enter in.
Matthew 7:13-14 NIV "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter
through it. (14) But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
Revelation 3:7-8 NIV "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key
of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. (8) I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an
open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.
- By the way, being of little strength is a good thing, and we, like the Apostle Paul can boast in our weakness because then we are strong.
- This should bring us glad tidings of great comfort and joy, because Jesus is our strength during those times when we’re weak and all alone.
- I’ve experienced how, and am convinced that; “God helps those who cannot help themselves.” God helps the helpless, and the hopeless.
- It’s this third similarity that is the most fascinating of them all, and the reason I say that is because it sort of ties into and fits with them all.
- Here’s what I’m thinking, unto us a Savior is born as a babe in the little town of Bethlehem, which by any standard is small, and obscure.
- If that weren’t bad enough, the Saviors birth announcement first goes out to filthy lowly shepherds, which by any standard are nobody’s.
- Why is the Savior’s birth at night in a feeding trough, to a couple alone, in an obscure town, then, first announced to filthy lowly shepherds?
- You’d think the Savior of the world would be born during the day, in a cleaner place, a better town, then, announced to all of society’s elite.
- I think it’s because, during the day, you don’t need the light, a cleaner place doesn’t need to be cleaned, and society’s elite wouldn’t RSVP.
- Furthermore, if the Savior had been born in pomp and plenty, it wouldn’t have been good tidings of great joy, which would be to all people.
- If the announcement had only gone to society’s elite, and not to lowly shepherds then good tidings of great joy would be for “those” people.
- In other words, if this will bring great joy to shepherds then it will bring great joy to “all” people,” from “all” walks of life, especially nobody’s.
- This is why it is God became a man, “Immanuel,” (God with us), Who sends to us His only begotten Son, because of His infinite love for us!
- Jesus was born in this way, for us here today, as if to say; “I love you, and I want to save you, so you won’t perish but have eternal life!”
- How can one be saved, confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that your greatest need was His greatest deed.
- In closing, and in keeping with the similarities we looked at, I’d like to share some other similarities with Joseph and Mary who did just that.
1. Joseph and Mary would never be the same again, so too if we confess with our mouth; believe in our heart we’re never the same again.
2. Joseph and Mary had future plans that were changed because of Jesus, so too do our future plans also change now because of Jesus.
3. Joseph and Mary believed in the miracle of the virgin birth, so too when we believe in the Lord Jesus, we’re born again in the new birth.
4. Joseph and Mary were common people, the, nobody’s of this world, so too does God love the common nobody’s who are in this world.
5. Joseph and Mary accepted the Savior of the world coming to them as a child, so too we come to the Savior of the world humbly as a child.

