Job 32-35 – Thursday, April 26th, 2018
Job 32 -- 1 So these three men ceased answering Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes. 2 Then the wrath of Elihu,
the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, was aroused against Job; his wrath was aroused because he justified
himself rather than God. 3 Also against his three friends his wrath was aroused, because they had found no answer, and yet had
condemned Job. 4 Now because they were years older than he, Elihu had waited to speak to Job. 5 When Elihu saw that there
was no answer in the mouth of these three men, his wrath was aroused. 6 So Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, answered
and said: “I am young in years, and you are very old; Therefore I was afraid, And dared not declare my opinion to you. 7 I said,
‘Age should speak, And multitude of years should teach wisdom.’ 8 But there is a spirit in man, And the breath of the Almighty
gives him understanding. 9 Great men are not always wise, Nor do the aged always understand justice. 10 “Therefore I say,
‘Listen to me, I also will declare my opinion.’ 11 Indeed I waited for your words, I listened to your reasonings, while you searched
out what to say. 12 I paid close attention to you; And surely not one of you convinced Job, Or answered his words— 13 Lest you
say, ‘We have found wisdom’; God will vanquish him, not man. 14 Now he has not directed his words against me; So I will not
answer him with your words. 15 “They are dismayed and answer no more; Words escape them. 16 And I have waited, because
they did not speak, Because they stood still and answered no more. 17 I also will answer my part, I too will declare my opinion.
18 For I am full of words; The spirit within me compels me. 19 Indeed my belly is like wine that has no vent; It is ready to burst
like new wineskins. 20 I will speak, that I may find relief; I must open my lips and answer. 21 Let me not, I pray, show partiality to
anyone; Nor let me flatter any man. 22 For I do not know how to flatter, Else my Maker would soon take me away.
- I should probably warn you that this is only the beginning of Elihu’s self-flattering speech, as it goes for the next five chapters.
- Actually, he will go on and on and in so doing speak longer than anyone else in the entire book, even more than God Himself.
- None of the so-called friends, or even Job, can get a word in edgewise. It’s not until God finally intervenes that he’s silenced.
G. Campbell Morgan - “Job never had opportunity to answer him. God took no notice of him except to interrupt him.”
Job 33 -- 1 “But please, Job, hear my speech, And listen to all my words. 2 Now, I open my mouth; My tongue speaks in my
mouth. 3 My words come from my upright heart; My lips utter pure knowledge. 4 The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath
of the Almighty gives me life. 5 If you can answer me, Set your words in order before me; Take your stand. 6 Truly I am as your
spokesman before God; I also have been formed out of clay. 7 Surely no fear of me will terrify you, Nor will my hand be heavy on
you. 8 “Surely you have spoken in my hearing, And I have heard the sound of your words, saying, 9 ‘I am pure, without
transgression; I am innocent, and there is no iniquity in me. 10 Yet He finds occasions against me, He counts me as His enemy;
11 He puts my feet in the stocks, He watches all my paths.’ 12 “Look, in this you are not righteous. I will answer you, For God is
greater than man. 13 Why do you contend with Him? For He does not give an accounting of any of His words. 14 For God may
speak in one way, or in another, Yet man does not perceive it. 15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, When deep sleep falls upon
men, While slumbering on their beds, 16 Then He opens the ears of men, And seals their instruction. 17 In order to turn man
from his deed, And conceal pride from man, 18 He keeps back his soul from the Pit, And his life from perishing by the sword. 19
“Man is also chastened with pain on his bed, And with strong pain in many of his bones, 20 So that his life abhors bread, And his
soul succulent food. 21 His flesh wastes away from sight, And his bones stick out which once were not seen. 22 Yes, his soul
draws near the Pit, And his life to the executioners. 23 “If there is a messenger for him, A mediator, one among a thousand, To
show man His uprightness, 24 Then He is gracious to him, and says, ‘Deliver him from going down to the Pit; I have found a
ransom’; 25 His flesh shall be young like a child’s, He shall return to the days of his youth. 26 He shall pray to God, and He will
delight in him, He shall see His face with joy, For He restores to man His righteousness. 27 Then he looks at men and says, ‘I
have sinned, and perverted what was right, And it did not profit me.’ 28 He will redeem his soul from going down to the Pit, And
his life shall see the light. 29 “Behold, God works all these things, Twice, in fact, three times with a man, 30 To bring back his
soul from the Pit, That he may be enlightened with the light of life. 31 “Give ear, Job, listen to me; Hold your peace, and I will
speak. 32 If you have anything to say, answer me; Speak, for I desire to justify you. 33 If not, listen to me; Hold your peace, and I
will teach you wisdom.”
- Elihu’s argument here in this chapter is very interesting for a number of reasons, not the least of which is that he is sort of right.
- Namely, that God often times deems it necessary to allow suffering into our lives for the purpose of bringing us to a repentance.
- The problem with Elihu’s argument is that he couldn’t be more wrong concerning the suffering that God allowed into Job’s life.
- This brings up the often-asked question of why it is that God does allow suffering into the life of someone who belongs to Him.
- While I in no way wish to present an exhaustive dissertation on the problem of suffering, I’ll at least offer a simple explanation.
- God allows suffering to correct us, protect us, direct us, and perfect us, all of which ultimately bring us close to Him in the end.
Charles Spurgeon said it ever so eloquently as it relates to God allowing pain and suffering to redirect us back to Him when
we’ve strayed, as we’re sometimes prone to do, “The chastisement of sickness and the flagellation of pain whip the sinner back
to Him who alone can save him. These are the black dogs of the Great Shepherd wherewith he brings back wandering sheep till
they come again under his crook, and he leads them into green pastures.”

Job 34 -- 1 Elihu further answered and said: 2 “Hear my words, you wise men; Give ear to me, you who have knowledge. 3 For
the ear tests words As the palate tastes food. 4 Let us choose justice for ourselves; Let us know among ourselves what is good.
5 “For Job has said, ‘I am righteous, But God has taken away my justice; 6 Should I lie concerning my right? My wound is
incurable, though I am without transgression.’ 7 What man is like Job, Who drinks scorn like water, 8 Who goes in company with
the workers of iniquity, And walks with wicked men? 9 For he has said, ‘It profits a man nothing That he should delight in God.’
10 “Therefore listen to me, you men of understanding: Far be it from God to do wickedness, And from the Almighty to commit
iniquity. 11 For He repays man according to his work, And makes man to find a reward according to his way. 12 Surely God will
never do wickedly, Nor will the Almighty pervert justice. 13 Who gave Him charge over the earth? Or who appointed Him over the
whole world? 14 If He should set His heart on it, If He should gather to Himself His Spirit and His breath, 15 All flesh would perish
together, And man would return to dust. 16 “If you have understanding, hear this; Listen to the sound of my words: 17 Should
one who hates justice govern? Will you condemn Him who is most just? 18 Is it fitting to say to a king, ‘You are worthless,’ And to
nobles, ‘You are wicked’? 19 Yet He is not partial to princes, Nor does He regard the rich more than the poor; For they are all the
work of His hands. 20 In a moment they die, in the middle of the night; The people are shaken and pass away; The mighty are
taken away without a hand. 21 “For His eyes are on the ways of man, And He sees all his steps. 22 There is no darkness nor
shadow of death Where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves. 23 For He need not further consider a man, That he should
go before God in judgment. 24 He breaks in pieces mighty men without inquiry, And sets others in their place. 25 Therefore He
knows their works; He overthrows them in the night, And they are crushed. 26 He strikes them as wicked men In the open sight
of others, 27 Because they turned back from Him, And would not consider any of His ways, 28 So that they caused the cry of the
poor to come to Him; For He hears the cry of the afflicted. 29 When He gives quietness, who then can make trouble? And when
He hides His face, who then can see Him, Whether it is against a nation or a man alone?— 30 That the hypocrite should not
reign, Lest the people be ensnared. 31 “For has anyone said to God, ‘I have borne chastening; I will offend no more; 32 Teach
me what I do not see; If I have done iniquity, I will do no more’? 33 Should He repay it according to your terms, Just because you
disavow it? You must choose, and not I; Therefore speak what you know. 34 “Men of understanding say to me, Wise men who
listen to me: 35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge, His words are without wisdom.’ 36 Oh, that Job were tried to the utmost,
Because his answers are like those of wicked men! 37 For he adds rebellion to his sin; He claps his hands among us, And
multiplies his words against God.”
- I’m of the belief that we have this chapter in our Bibles for one very good reason, which is that it speaks to an important issue.
- Namely, that of misrepresenting and mischaracterizing what someone says in order to demonize, antagonize and criticize them.
- Dare I say that this ugly reality is alive and well today a thousand times a day when it comes to those who have a critical spirit.
Oswald Chambers of Elihu’s mischaracterizing and criticizing of Job wrote, “This kind of view presents a conception not really
based on facts, but which easily melts down any opposition by its sentimental presentation.”
Job 35 -- 1 Moreover Elihu answered and said: 2 “Do you think this is right? Do you say, ‘My righteousness is more than God’s’?
3 For you say, ‘What advantage will it be to You? What profit shall I have, more than if I had sinned?’ 4 “I will answer you, And
your companions with you. 5 Look to the heavens and see; And behold the clouds— They are higher than you. 6 If you sin, what
do you accomplish against Him? Or, if your transgressions are multiplied, what do you do to Him? 7 If you are righteous, what do
you give Him? Or what does He receive from your hand? 8 Your wickedness affects a man such as you, And your righteousness
a son of man. 9 “Because of the multitude of oppressions they cry out; They cry out for help because of the arm of the mighty. 10
But no one says, ‘Where is God my Maker, Who gives songs in the night, 11 Who teaches us more than the beasts of the earth,
And makes us wiser than the birds of heaven?’ 12 There they cry out, but He does not answer, Because of the pride of evil men.
13 Surely God will not listen to empty talk, Nor will the Almighty regard it. 14 Although you say you do not see Him, Yet justice is
before Him, and you must wait for Him. 15 And now, because He has not punished in His anger, Nor taken much notice of folly,
16 Therefore Job opens his mouth in vain; He multiplies words without knowledge.”
- Here again we see Elihu continue to put words in Job’s mouth in his gross misrepresentation of all that Job had spoken prior.
- If this weren’t bad enough, he even goes as far as to suggest that God would not listen to Job were he to actually repent of sin.
- I would suggest Elihu has painted himself into a corner from which he will never escape and is condemned by his own words.
Proverbs 10:19 - In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his lips is wise.
Ecclesiastes 5:2 - Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven
and you are on earth, so let your words be few.

